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THE COUNTRY CHURCH AS A 
COMMUNITY CENTER 


Tue Country COMMUNITY URBANIZED 


Too often the country community has 
become urbanized, has lost its  intel- 
lectual and = social igdependence and 
self-reliance. The automobile and the 
interurban trolley have brought the city 
near, with its endless round of excite- 
ment and pleasures. For many _ the 
beauty of the open field and woods and 
running water has lost its charm; only 
the city has the power to please and 


attract. 


THe CONTRIBUTION QF THE RURAL 
CoMMUNITY 

And yet think for a moment .of the 
contribution of the countryside to the 
nation’s life. Vhe JJichtgan Advocate, 
quoting Mr. Gunsaulus, of Chicago, 
says: “One out of twelve foremost 
Chicago preachers is from the farm; 
eighty-six out of one hundred of Chi- 
cago’s leading physicians, eighty-one 
out of one hundred of Chicago’s leading 
lawyers, and seventy-three out of one 
hundred of Chicago’s best engineers 
were farmer boys.” 

It is estimated that 90.7 per cent of 
the ministers and missienaries of the 
Church come from rural and_ village 
communities. President Wilson is_ re- 
ported to have said: “If religion wanes 
in the country, the very lifeblood of 
the nation will be dried: up.” 


THE PLace or LEADERSHIP ACCORDED 
TO THE CHURCH 


The task of conservation of the ideals 
of the past, of the development of 
larger and finer ideals for the rural 
community of the future is one of im- 
mense importance and of untold possi- 
bility, and by virtue of its place of 
leadership accorded to it from early 
colonial days it is the task of the coun- 
try Church. The Church must be the 
dynamic center of the country com- 
munity, energizing, vitalizing, spiritual- 


izing its economic, political, industrial, | 


and social forces. 


TsrAEL’s RurAL ProptemMs 

Nor are we without Scriptural au- 
thority and examples for this position. 
Says Mr. de Brummer in “The Coun- 
try Church of the New World Order”: 
“Going, then, to the Bible, we are sur- 
prised to find that Israel had a rural 
problem to which the prophets gave 
considerable attention. Isaiah inveighed 
against the laying of field to field by 
the rich and the consequent forcing of 
the poor into the city. Rural material 
Prosperity was a frequent concern of 
the Lord, if we may judge by the laws 
of Israel. Recreation and adequate so- 
cial life was a feature given its place 


in the life of Bible times. The prophets . 


speak of the joy. of the harvest festivi- 
ties. Most of the feasts of the Jews, 
which played so large a part in the so- 
cial life of their day, were agricultural 
in their purpose. How comforting it 
is in struggling with rural health prob- 
lems to go back to that splendid health 
legislation contained in T.eviticus !” 
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THe CHurCcH AIDING IN COMMUNITY 
SreLF-EXPRESSION 


An editorial ‘in the Ladies’ Home 
Journal of some months past says on 
this subject: “Now it (the Church) 
has come to recognize that in order to 
save souls it must deal also with minds 
and bodies. It must interest, amuse, and 
instruct in order to spiritualize. The 
highest and best psychology is that 
which starts from the surface and 
works in.” 

But, to be practical, how shall the 
rural Church come into its fulllest 
leadership? There must always be a 
nucleus for every movement. The pas- 
tor is the core of this nucleus, of course. 
About him will be gathered two or three 
like-minded men and women of vision, 
of initiative, prayerfully, unselfishly de- 
voted to the best interests of the com- 
munity. 

1. Through the Sunday School_—To 
begin with, the Sunday school must be 
“ruralized.” At the regular teachers’ 
meeting (the sine qua non of every 
Sunday school) definite plans must be 
laid for this process. A contest will, 
perhaps, be in order for beautifying the 
church grounds, the adjoining grave- 
yard. O how often have those neglected 
country graveyards palled upon our 
spirits when they might be made places 
of beauty and attractiveness! Classes 
can vie with each other in making trees 
grow, in planting flower beds, in keep- 
ing the church and its surroundings 
clean and sanitary. Rural studies of the 
Old Testament, New Testament para- 
bles. and stories that come in the Sun- 
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day school lessons can be so presented 
as to both vitalize the lessons and to 
make them bear fruit in the beautifying 
of the community. 

2. Through-the Day School—lf the 
leadership is wise and tactful, the little 
schoolhouse across the way will catch 
the spirit, and soon Arbor Day will be 
an established institution; and the rural 
school, with its shade of trees and 
clinging vines, its riot of bloom and 
color, will gladden the eye of every 
passer-by. Bird clubs and garden 
classes will teach the young people to 
really love country life. 

3. Through Music—Did you ever 
know many young people—and_ older 
ones, too, for that matter—who did not 
enjoy a “sing”? We learned how to 
sing as never before during the war. 
Down in some sections of our far 
Southern States during years past the 
“all-day sing’ was looked forward to 
with much pleasurable anticipation. 
People came from miles around, dinner 
was served on the grounds, and_ they 
went home, the cockles of their hearts 
a little warmer and the thought of their 
neighbors a little truer and finer. 

No greater collection of hymns can 
be found anywhere than that of our 
Methodist Hymnal. They are a bit of 
the great heritage from the past. that 
should come into the possession of all 
people. Here is an opportunity for 
community cooperation. A children’s 
choir, a young people’s choir, and a 
quartet well organized and well con- 
ducted will serve not only as an oppor- 
tunity for emotional expression, but 
through the leadership of a capable mu- 
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sician will be effective in raising the 
standard of musical taste in the com- 
munity. 

4. Through Amusements.—It will not 
be long before the community spirit 
thus aroused through cooperation will 
find other means of expression. The 
one room will be too small to allow it 
full vent. A few tactful suggestions 
and willing, clever hands will provide 
the necessary space that has come to be 
realized as a community want—a large 
room where entertainments, games, in- 
door sports, moving pictures, and other 
forms of recreation may have the direct 
supervision of the Church. A smaller 
room, which can be used on Sunday for 
one of the classes of small children, can 
be equipped as the reading room of the 
community. Arrangements can be made 
for a traveling library, volunteers being 
easily secured to care for the books and 
see that they are returned at the proper 
time and new ones secured. 

5. Through Codperation in Health 
Education—The Church has a mission 
to the bodies of men. It can best ful- 
fll this mission by codperation with the 
health department of the State and 
county. Speakers on topics pertaining 
to health-—contagious diseases, the rela- 
tion between health and cleanliness, and 
sanitation—may be brought to the com- 
munity under Church auspices. Closely 
allied with the subject of health is that 
of home economics. For the most part 
the country farmer “lives well.” His 
table groans with good things, and yet 
the farmer’s family is by no means as 
healthy as conditions warrant; for 
often the home maker knows nothing 
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of food values and what constitutes a 
balanced diet. Codéperating with the 
school, the Church should make the 
county demonstrator in domestic science 
a most welcome visitor to the com- 
munity, and somewhere, either at the 
school kitchen or in the church “general 
utility” rooms, provision should be made 
to keep the women of the village abreast 
with the best and most practical ideas 
on the fine art of home-making. 

6. Through Clean  Politics—Clean 
politics are an expression of a healthy, 
wholesome community life. The Church 
has failed in its duty if voters fail to 
take their responsibility seriously, doing 
all in their power to throw the full 
weight of their influence on the side of 
truth and justice. 

7. The Open  Forum-—The — open 
forum will serve not only to educate the 
people in matters of political impor- 
tance, but will provide a channel for 
the expression of community thought 
and ideals. Debates and lectures on the 
questions of the day will serve to keep 
the members of the Church abreast with 
the current movements toward world 
progress. Mission classes and speakers 
from foreign lands (when they can be 
secured) will help to make of these 
rural people world citizens. 


REACHING THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY 


There is always a detached element in 
every community—foreigners, Negroes, 
or tenants of the more or less roving 
type. These, too, must be brought into 
the current of progress. Friendship 
Community Clubs organized by the 
Woman's Missionary Society of the 
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Church will go far toward bridging the | 
chasm between these detached elements 
and the stronger, healthier life of the 
community. 


CONCLUSION 

That the ideas advanced in this ar- 
ticle are not impossible of practical 
realization is evidenced from te fact 
that in many communities these very 
things have been done, the community 
Church being the beating, throbbing 
heart that has sent currents of health- 
ful, life-giving influences to the re- 
motest reaches of the countryside. 

“The field of service for: the country 
pastor and his Church is so to relate 
and apply the gospel of life, so to define 
the kingdom of heaven, and so to sym- 
pathize with and serve itS manifold 
needs that rural ideals will be main- 
tained and enlarged, that the men and 
women of farm and village will be 
saved and will go forth to express their 
religion in service for their Church and 
their community for their part of the 
kingdom.” (From the “Country Church 
in the New World Order,” De Brum- 
mer. ) 

SUGGESTIONS FOR PRESENTATION 


1, A debate: “Resolved, That the 
country community presents greater Op- 
portunity for the development of person- 
ality and leadership than the city.” 

2. Discussion: “How May My Church 
Become a Force in Community-Build- 
ing?” 

Woman's Missionary Council. M. E. Church. 
South, 810 Broadway, Nashville. Tenn. 
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